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What Can The Love Your Neighbor Coalition Learn 
Wuart Can THE From 2012? 


at By The Reverend Steve Clunn, Love Your Neighbor coalition coordinator 


COALITION LEARN i : : : ‘ sc ree . 
FROM 2012? "We are in the midst of historic cultural and demographic changes," Time managing 


editor Richard Stengel said in announcing its choice, naming President Barack Obama 
GAY MARRIAGE INA as Time magazine’s 2012 Person of the Year 


a ee (read at: http://poy.time.com/2012/12/19/person-of-the-year-barack-obama/) 


The closing paragraph of the Time article on the President as their Person of the Y ear 
states: “Obama says he long ago decided that he should not compare himself to Lincoln. 
AFFIRMATION But he nonetheless begins his second term with a better sense of what is possible in his 
SPONSORED Two job as well as what is not, something Lincoln struggled with as well. “You do 
pe ay ad understand that as President of the United States, the amount of power you have is 
ae overstated in some ways,” Obama says. “But what you do have the capacity to do is to 
set a direction.” He has earned the right to set that direction and has learned from 
experience how to move the country. After four of the most challenging years in the 
nation’s history, his chance to leave office as a great President who was able to face 
crises and build a new majority coalition remains within reach.” 


Tim TENNANT- 
JAYNE, A 
REMEMBRANCE In the first few days after the presidential election, as pundits were struggling for 
answers about why the polls were so wrong, I kept hearing about how the president’s 
(LYN...Continued on page 6) 


BEING THE Spouse Gay Marriage in a Philadelphia United Methodist 


OF A TRANS CLERGY 


MAN Church 
By A Man in Pennsylvania 


Two gay men were married on Nov. 19, 2013 at Arch Street UMC. The church is 
THE LYN Coa.ition directly across from City Hall and is an almost 150-year-old congregation. It was a 
cia a joyous event with around 350 people attending, including parishioners, friends and 
Gauneuiie others. About 60 clergy from the United Methodist Church and other denominations 

participated in the blessing of this wedding commitment. The wording of the vows 
came from the Unitarian Universalist Association Same-Sex Wedding Guide. 


ocont besus tiie The event celebrated a 25-year-long commitment of these two men with a wedding and 
TREASURER FY church hall reception afterwards. The attendees were in a particularly jubilant mood as 
2013 the break with the United Methodist Church Discipline took place. 


In the homily, the pastor told the story of one of his gay parishioners becoming 

seriously ill. While he was visiting the man in the hospital, he was asked to confirm 

is the parishioner’s 25 year relationship with his partner in a marriage ceremony. The 

Rev. Dr. OGLETREE wedding at Arch Street UMC was the culmination of that request. The pastor called on 

TRIAL the couple to praise God, to proclaim that you are accepted and acceptable in the sight 
of God and to practice a love that teaches others in the world how to love. The pastor 

INTRODUCING : ee —_ err 

Seaeei Mimean ended declaring “I am no longer a self-avowed, practicing hypocrite! 

Mary Lynn RAGAN (Gay Marriage...Continued on page 7) 
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Affirmation Sponsored Two Workshops At ChurchQuake 
By Stephen Mallett, Affirmation Co-Convener 


") Churchquake was a national conference (convocation) held over Labor 


Day weekend 2013 and co-sponsored by Affirmation, Methodist Federa- 
» tion for Social Action, and Reconciling Ministries Network. Hundreds 
of United Methodists gathered at a conference center in Chevy Chase, 
MD for this every-other- year conference focused on the LGBTQ issues 
> of our church. 


Affirmation brought in Dr. Theodore Jennings, Professor of Biblical and 
Constructive Theology at Chicago Theological Seminary (CTS) where 
he presented two of the most widely attended of many workshops at the 
conference. Dr. Jennings, an ordained United Methodist elder, presented 
workshops based on his work around issues of Queer Sexual Ethics and 
The Origins of Homophobia in Christianity. 


Dr. Jennings stated that the Ethics workshop grew out of work that he did 
at CTS ona three year project supported initially by the ARCUS founda- 
tion that sought to widen the frame of discussions of same sex love to 
include sexual life-styles that had been marginalized through a concen- 
tration of things like marriage rights. 


This work resulted in a seminar and a book that deals with a variety of 
alternate sexual styles, addressing each with the basic themes of justice 
and mercy, of respect for the dignity and flourishing of one another be- 
yond the standard conceptions of sexual ethics. Among the topics that 
are treated in this project are polyamory, open relationships, promiscuity, 
public sex, prostitution and other topics, in each case asking what would 
be an ethical practice of these forms of life that are often closeted even 
within gay-positive rhetoric, thus the aim is to explore new horizons in 
queer sexual ethics. 


The hope is that through addressing these issues it will be possible to 
prevent new forms of sexual stigmatization and marginalization as an 
(unintended) consequence of focusing on marriage and family values 
within the gay rights movement, especially within the church. 


The second workshop focused on how Plato influenced the Christian 
thinker’s approach to Genesis and Romans and later on to Leviticus. 
While conventional wisdom has it that Plato was “pro-gay” and the Bible 
was homophobic, Dr. Jennings made the case for the truth being almost 
exactly the reverse. He concluded that Western Homophobia originated 
in later texts of Plato, which then provided the basis for the invention of 
a homophobic hermeneutics in early Christian writings. 


Plans are underway for an expanded convocation in 2015 with hopes that 
many of the groups involved in the Love Your Neighbor coalition will be 
co-sponsors. Affirmation is committed to being an active co-sponsor and 
intends to again bring a cutting edge perspective to the conversation 
there. 
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Tim Tennant-Jayne, a Remembrance 
By Judy WestLee 


Tim Tennant-Jayne was a fixture in the Minneapolis gay community when I met him in 1990. 


Tim worshipped then at Wesley United Methodist Church in downtown Minneapolis. (That congregation has since 
disbanded.) Tim worked on the Wesley Saturday Lunch program for persons without a home or anyone who came to 
the Wesley door. | had just left pastoring a local congregation and was on honorable location. [Editors’ note: 
“honorable location” means that Judy had entered into a relationship and had therefore been classified as “un- 
appointable” in her conference.] I choose Wesley as my church for worship. It was an easy choice since Wesley was 
the first Reconciling Congregation in Minnesota. 


Tim went on to establish his Street Ministry. Others can tell you more in particular what that program entailed, but I 
understand it as mainly Tim being a listening person to people who probably would not normally seek out a clergy 
person. Tim did a lot of ministry in gay bars, being a listening person who introduced himself as a United Methodist 
pastor. 


Tim was active in the Minnesota Chapter of Affirmation (now disbanded) and in the Reconciling Congregations Pro- 
gram (now Reconciling Ministries Network). Tim and I were both regular attendees of an interdenominational 
monthly potluck for faith professionals. 


Tim, who always biked or took city bus everywhere, called me in January, 1991 to ask for a ride to the next meeting 
of the potluck group. I picked Tim up and off we went in my 12 year-old Mazda station wagon with its tailgate held 
down with a bungee cord. Snow banks were at least 7 feet high. Street parking was limited to one side of the street 
so that fire and other emergency vehicles could get through (as they were this last winter in Minneapolis). Residential 
parking was horrendous. 


As we approached our host’s house a car directly in front of that house pulled out, leaving a parking spot. The car in 
front of us just slipped into that spot as quick as a blink. 


I looked at Tim and said: “Did you see that!?! He took our parking spot! Go out there and beat the shit out of him!” 
Tim’s calm response was: “No, no, Judy. You have it all wrong. You’re the lesbian! You go out and beat the shit 
out of him! I’m the gay man. I’Il go to his apartment across the street and redecorate it for him.” 


Activist, artist, theologian, and most of all — friend. Those are a few of the words that describe Tim. He attended the 
very first meeting of what would become Affirmation. Tim told me they decided to call the group “Gay United Meth- 
odists.” Then someone looked at the initials (GUM) and they decided to change the group’s name. Affirmation later 
created Reconciling Congregations Program (RCP), 
which in turn became the Reconciling Ministries Net- 
work (RMN). 6/3/1955 - 1/5/2014 Pilgrim; pastor, student, community 


worker. His humor and wit were matched only by his 
Last September, when Tim was already very sick but | attentiveness and generosity. Tim's life devotion was the 


not yet diagnosed with cancer, he attended the RMN advancement of human rights. He was a longtime activist for 


: ; : LGBTQ rights. A true friend to all, Tim was a conduit of light 
Convocation near Washington, DC. Tim and Mark and love. He will be greatly missed by his partner, Bil; son, 


Bowman were the only two persons who had never Alex Tennant-Jayne; mother and father, Weston O. Jayne and 
missed a convocation. Tim didn’t want to break that Betty L. Jayne; brother, Robert H. Jayne, and the countless 
record others he touched. A memorial service for Tim will be held 

P Saturday, January 25 at 4:30 p.m. followed by fellowship at All 
Tim leaves a very big hole in the Minneapolis gay God's Children Metropolitan Community Church, 3100 Park 


; Fe loth ti d Avenue, Minneapolis, MN. In lieu of flowers, please send a 
community and i several other communitics aroun donation to Affirmation, P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204. 


the nation. | am one of many, many people who miss 
Tim very much. 


Tennant-Jayne, Tim 


Published on January 19, 2014 in the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
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Being the Spouse of a Trans Clergy Man 
By Deborah Weekley 


Deborah Weekley is bead artist, massage therapist, mom, and grandmother. She is the spouse of The Reverend 
David Weekley, one of only two openly transgender clergy serving the United Methodist Church. She shares her 
story below as a part of Transgender Awareness Week about her life and relationship with her husband. 


| am aware that Transgender Day of Remembrance has expanded into Transgender Awareness Week. This brings 
more opportunities to further educate the general public and build awareness of the presence and needs of 
transgender and transsexual persons within society. I was asked to blog about my experience as the spouse of a 
transgender man because this is a perspective about which little is written. 


In many ways, marriage to a transsexual man is just like being married to any partner. Some days it’s awesome and 
some days it’s a little not so awesome. Life has its ups and downs. Any relationship that is a long term, a through 
thick and thin kind of relationship, needs to be worked on continually to stay healthy and grow. I am fortunate. The 
foundation of my relationship with David is based on love and respect. I celebrate him as a person. We have much 
in common, including a love of God, a sense of calling and deeply held values. We share a love of music, art, 
nature, gardening, walking, good food, stargazing, and ocean watching. The fact that he transitioned female to male 
38+ years ago is almost irrelevant. Most days we do not think about it. 


It’s not irrelevant to some others, however. We know this from personal experience. We pass easily in public as a 
heterosexual couple. | do not think of David as a “former” woman. He is David, my husband, my male 
heterosexual spouse, my honey, my lover, my guy, my hero, my best friend. But I am always shocked when 
someone might comment to David, “you used to be a woman, right?” 


I was surprised this summer as we packed up to move 3500+ miles across the country, that | began to worry about 
how our new neighbors, community members, health professionals, property managers and utility companies would 
treat us if they knew David was a transsexual man! In Portland, and even the greater northwest, we have been so out 
since 2009, most people we interacted with knew our story. I never gave it much thought after the shock of coming 
out had subsided. I knew who celebrated us and who did not. I felt we had a good support group, supportive, safe 
medical and dental providers. After the initial months following the sharing of our story I no longer worried much 
about someone coming at David with a gun during worship. Life had settled into a new normal. 


However, driving and moving across country brought these fears back to the surface. There were parts of the 
country in which we did not feel safe. We were grateful for no medical emergencies along the way. We carried 
antibiotics just in case. We arrived in Boston and faced locating a new church as well as secular communities. We 
had to locate new doctors and dentists. We shifted from a parsonage to a rental property. We needed to set up 
utilities. We had new neighbors. This caused our anxiety to increase. | find | am not so eager to tell others our 
personal story of David’s transition. I want to keep a low profile and avoid hassles. I don’t feel like telling our new 
neighbors. What if they are not friendly, open and inclusive-folks? What would happen to us then? Isn’t it just 
better to be out on a “need to know” basis? Less hassle seems to mean less vulnerability. 


It makes me sad to have to think of these truths. It makes me aware once again that one needs to be prudent in this 
world. The trip reminded me that being married to a transsexual man brings things to the table that cisgendered 
(cisgender: where one’s mental gender matches one’s physical gender) heterosexual married couples may not have 
to think about. I feel very protective of my husband, our privacy and our lives. 


Among transgender partnered couples we are fortunate because David passes so well. We can blend. We are not 
among those transgender couples that stand out and are often harassed simply for being who they are and loving 
who they love. Some people risk even their very lives being out in public together and showing any affection for 
one another. I grieve for this population of people. We do not forget, this is one of the reasons we choose to be out, 
to advocate for and stand with our marginalized population. 


So what is it like being married to a transgender clergy man? It is like being married to a cause! A privileged cause 
because first | am married to such a wonderful person and second, I am able to stand in solidarity with a 
marginalized population. To be a public face of love and marriage within the transgender community is important 
because decisions about marriage and equality affect us too. 


(Being the Spouse...Continued on page 5) 
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The LYN Coalition in Forward Motion, Cautiously! 
By Steve Clunn, LYN Coalition 


The last few months have been a time of great excitement, growth, and organizing for the Love Your Neighbor 
(LYN) Coalition! We continue to grow in size and voice as we recently welcomed Love prevails and MA RCHA: 
Metodistas Asociados Representando la Causa de los Hispano-Americanos into coalition partnership. We have 
secured housing for our faithful General Conference witness and work in Portland in 2016. We are now 
organizing ourselves around issues of legislation, delegate elections and our presence on social media at General 
Conference 2016. We are now on Facebook (facebook.com/LYNCoalition) and Twitter @LYNCoalition. Soon 
we will be launching our website at www.lyncoalition.org, so keep watching for an announcement once it is up! 


In the meantime, the LYN Coalition continues to work with all ten of our partner organizations and supporting 
the work they are doing to assure The United Methodist Church (UMC) is fully open to the presence, love, and 
grace of God offered to all people. That’s our goal! 


In the areas of inclusion for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) United Methodists, we 
continue to monitor the work being done to stop the trials and charges being brought against United Methodist 
clergy for who they are and/or for providing pastoral care to same gender couples wishing to celebrate their 
relationships in ceremonies of Christian marriage. 


We give thanks and celebrate the recent decision in which Bishop Martin McLee dismisses charges against the 
Rev. Sara Thompson Tweedy! http://www.mindny.org/2014/05/methodist-bishop-dismisses-case-against-lesbian 
-minister/ We are also monitoring, impacting and reporting on events that impact both our local congregations 
and our denomination like the recent case when the Boys Scouts of America revoked the charter of Pack 98 and 
Troop 98 at Rainier Beach UMC for supporting the continuation of scoutmaster Geoffrey McGrath as being 
openly gay (http://time.com/701 16/boy-scouts-seattle-troop/); or, when United Methodism’s Connectional Table 
decided to draft legislation that could change church law “to fully include LGBTQ persons in the life and 
ministry of the church”. http://um-insight.net/issues-section/connectional-table-to-propose-changing-lgbt-stance/ 


These are very exciting times in the life of The United Methodist Church and while the LYN Coalition is excited 
about the possibilities and hope that many of the recent actions bring to the many United Methodists that are 
seeking change and inclusion in the denomination, we are also painfully aware that the changes we’re 
experiencing are isolated incidents and not a sign of any significant or “real” change in the denomination’s 
prejudicial and harmful treatment of LGBTQ United Methodists. 


We have to constantly curb our enthusiasm around significant moments of powerful witness by singular bishops, 
congregations and clergy and remember that we are not about a moment; we are part of a movement toward 
changing institutional policies, practices and attitudes, so that all of God’s beloved can fully participate in the life, 
ministries and mission of our beloved church! 


(Being the Spouse...Continued from page 4) 

At the most recent General Conference of the United Methodist Church, I heard many delegates (62%) describe and 
vote that our love is akin to bestiality, calling for us to be stoned to death, and lumped us together with our gay and 
lesbian brothers and sisters as those “Incompatible with Christian teachings and therefore unfit to serve,” i.e. even 
exist! As long as oppression and prejudice remain, we remain dedicated to the work of advocacy and will continue 
being public. 


Yes, it is a cause, letting people know we exist, that we love each other, and we are just like any other couple with 
hopes, dreams and aspirations. Unlike many couples, we live with angst about our future because of David’s gender 
identity. Will David ever serve another church? Will our marriage continue to be honored? Will our new 
communities accept us and support us when they know the whole story? During this year and the 2013 Transgender 
Awareness Week and Transgender Day of Remembrance, these questions remain to be answered. Living into each 
new day we will continue to love one another, to speak out, and to live in hope! 


(LYN...Continued from page 1) 

campaign having cobbled together a coalition of often 
marginalized voters to change the landscape of politics 
altogether. It suddenly dawned on me that this was 
exactly what we have been trying/starting to do with the 
Love Your Neighbor Coalition (LYN) within the 
United Methodist Church. 


From 1996 through 2008, AMAR and then the 
Common Witness Coalition were 3 groups; RMN, 
Affirmation and MFSA (Reconciling Ministries 
Network, Affirmation: United Methodists for LGBTQ 
Concerns and Methodist Federation for Social Action) 
coming together around the common effort of trying to 
get homophobic and exclusive language removed from 
the Book of Discipline and to make The United 
Methodist Church (UMC) a more inclusive and 
welcoming denomination. We would start our work 
together about 18 months prior to General Conference 


Affirmation 


Newsletters to be Emailed! HOORAY! 


In an effort to conserve our resources and bring 
Affirmation news to you in a timely fashion, we are 
sending this communication to you in an electronic 
format. If you received this newsletter only via hard copy, 
it is due to a non-working or non-existent email address in 
our records. 


This is the final time duplicate email and paper newsletters 
will be sent to all. Going forward you will receive an 
electronic newsletter quickly as part of your membership 
value and we will post the collection of newsletters in our 
archives later. 


Please keep Affirmation informed of changes to your 
email address so you can hear about our work 
immediately. Thank you for your assistance! 
(umaffirmation_at_yahoo.com, Subject: Email Update. 
Replace the “_at_” with “@”) 


and then show up en masse with all of our dedicated volunteers to work and witness for full inclusion in our church. 
Everything changed in 2012! 


In 2012 the Love Your Neighbor Coalition (based on the Biblical principles of the Great Commandment — Matthew 
25:35-40), started growing beyond just inclusion around Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered United 
Methodists. Granted, our Common Witness and For Love of God and Neighbor statement (http://gc12.org/sign/ 
love-of-god-and-neighbor-statement/) had, in the past, indicated that we cared about many more issues of social 
holiness and justice. However, our coalition often struggled with how to live this out. Now, with the growth of the 
LYN Coalition to include Black Methodists for Church Renewal, National Federation of Asian American United 
Methodists, Native American International Caucus and (most recently) United Methodist Association of Ministers 
with Disabilities, we are truly moving to a vision of the intersectionality of injustice and marginalization within the 
UMC and society at large. We even started doing cross-cultural work in 2012 with progressive friends in Central 
Conferences. 


In the past the coalition typically shut down for two years after General Conference, but no longer! Since General 
Conference, we have reviewed our work and are already making adjustments for 2016. Our LYN Coalition 
Leadership Team (made up of the Executive Directors and / or liaisons from participating and friendly groups) has 
already met twice on conference calls and is planning our Portland logistics; a 2015 Sing a New Song type of “full 
coalition” gathering; and pulling together a new joint statement and approach that truly reflects the fullness of 
diversity that we are coming to represent. These are truly exciting and fruitful times! 


As the Coalition Coordinator, I have the joy of working with so many different groups and constituencies. I get to 
help us envision how much we have in common and how much we can work together. The many groups that make 
up the LYN Coalition within the UMC are blessed to have so many incredibly supportive and gifted volunteers and 
staff. While our work has an ongoing history and wisdom to it, our current and continued growth in 2012 is helping 
us to start anew in building a more fully inclusive coalition. We realize that new wine can’t work in old wineskin 
and that we need to be open to the new thing we believe God is trying to do within and through us. 


In reflecting on this year’s presidential election and General Conference 2012 (GC 2012,) | come away with two 
very important lessons learned: 1) “We are in the midst of historic cultural and demographic changes” and we need 
to be mindful of that knowing that the best way forward is in coalition! 2) I don’t want to overstate the power we 
have as a group, or will have in 2016. Making promises for needed changes that are in the hands of the broader 
UMC would be irresponsible bordering on self-righteous. However, what I do believe for you as coalition partners 
and friends is “what you do have the capacity to do is to set a direction.” What we do now and over the next four 
years leading up to GC 2016 can and will help to set the direction for the future of our beloved UMC. I, for one, 
didn’t walk away from GC 2012 feeling as if nothing was accomplished. Instead, I have said many times and in 
many places, “we bought ourselves four more years to figure out what kind of church the UMC is going to 
become.” 


As we go forward, may we all work together on becoming the kind of church that reflects our love for God and the 
high calling of loving others and ourselves. And may we do it in ways that celebrate the presence of God and the 
dignity of the Spirit that is with us as we claim our Wesleyan heritage of personal and social holiness walking hand- 
in-hand on life’s journey. 
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Report from the Treasurer FY 2013 
By Jan Olson, Affirmation Treasurer 


Affirmation ended its fiscal year Dec. 31, 2013. We took in around $1,600.00 less than we spent. Not a very 
good financial year when compared to many other recent years. Luckily we had a reserve that could cover that 


shortage of funds. But that’s not how we need it to be. 


There are things we want to be doing, like attending upcoming trials of UMC ministers and getting ready for 
General Conference, a mere 2 years away. We need to see less outcomes like Frank Schaefer and more like Tom 


Ogletree. We need additional funds to make it possible. 


We need additional funds to make a difference. Help us 


make it happen. We need your support! Please prayerfully consider an extra donation this year as we build 


momentum towards a truly inclusive UMC. 


A copy of the treasurer’s year-end reports are available upon a written request to Affirmation, P.O. Box 2013, 
Evanston, IL 60604 or by sending a request to umaffirmation_at_yahoo.com. 


Contributions can be sent to the above postal address or can be made on by going to www.umaffirm.org. On left 
hand side of the home page click “Donate!”, on the next page click the yellow “Donate” button under “Give 


Online”.) 


(Gay Marriage...Continued from page 1) 

The attendees at the wedding were a diverse crowd in 
age, race, gender, ethnicity, economic status, Christian 
denomination and presumably sexual orientation. It 
was the way the UMC needs to move to have a future 
in this diversifying nation. 


History was made at Arch Street UMC that day. The 
Holy Spirit was evident in the congregation. The 
people and clergy strongly supported it. They were 
glad that love won out in this case so a loving couple 
could receive the gifts of community support from 
friends, loved ones and fellow congregants that is so 
important to marriage success. May the United 
Methodist Church globally learn to love its LGBTQ 
members, friends and prospects as Jesus taught us. 


I was a UMC Lay Leader in Florida in the 1980’s. I 
know how the UMC’s lack of love was displayed by its 
voting against LGBTQ welcome at General 
Conferences in 2000, 2004, 2008, and 2012. Those 
votes continue this hatefulness, which started in 1972. 

I no longer attend United Methodist Church worship 


that is not inclusive. The non-inclusive UMC worship 
experiences I have had are hollow, hypocritical, and 
deny the love Jesus calls us to offer to all. 


By The United Methodist Church General 
Conferences’ voting our denomination denied its rich 
tradition of social leadership and relevance to peoples’ 
lives that can only lead to the demise of The United 
Methodist Church. LGBTQ people are not in the 
closet much anymore and large swaths of the US are 
welcoming them and their committed relationships 
legally at a rapidly growing rate. When gay marriage 
comes to the entire country, will the United Methodist 
Church still declare “The United Methodist Church 
does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 
considers this practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching”? [Ref. United Methodist Church Book of 
Discipline 2012 4161 F]. 


In that statement, the United Methodist Church 
confirms its irrelevance to the lives of our citizens. 
And we all know what happens to irrelevant 
institutions. 
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Report from the Rev. Dr. Ogletree Trial 


By Lyn Ellis, Affirmation Coconvener 


I have been home from our latest council meeting for several days and am still processing all 
of it. 

The UMC is making progress, but we still have a long way to go. We planned our latest 
council meeting around the trial of Rev. Dr. Ogletree in New York. 

Thankfully, it turned into a press conference instead of a trial because they had reached a “just 
resolution.” and in this case, it was just. It was also really hopeful to hear an active Bishop 
call for an end to trials for marrying LGBTQ persons. However, it is not justice as long as a 
trial can happen again, and it can. 

The Rev. Sarah Thompson Tweedy was charged with being a “self-avowed, practicing 
homosexual.” She was being tried for who she is, and for being open and authentic in her 
ministry. Fortunately the charges have been dropped. 

We still think bringing her up on charges in the first place is unacceptable. We think the 
bigger sin is allowing hatred and bigotry to determine where and how God's love is shared. 
We joined Steve Clunn of the Love Your Neighbor coalition, MIND (Methodists in New 
Directions) and Love Prevails at the press conference. We want to be there for the upcoming 
trials to stand as witness to what is right, to provide emotional and spiritual support for those 
on trial and those they love, and to be a loving presence for those who are charging us with 
being "incompatible", knowing that we are compatible by Grace. 

Will you help us? Will you let us know about any upcoming trials in your area? Will you 
covenant with us to pray for all involved, those charged, the bishops, counselors, and those 
filing the charges? Will you join us if you are able? Will you financially support us to stand 
for and with you? It is our fervent hope that this is the beginning of the end for trials in the 
UMC. We recognize there is still much work we have to do before the UMC 1s a just place 
for all. 


Introducing Council Member Mary Lynn Ragan Clunn 


A long-time trusted friend has joined us on the Affirmation council: Mary Lynn Ragan 
Clunn, an attorney licensed in New York and DC and activist for a variety of:social justice 
concerns, is now with us. 


Mary Lynn has been known to Council members and friends for years. She is happily 
partnered to Rev. Steve Clunn, LYN Coalition coordinator. She is a parent of three adult 
children. Mary Lynn is originally from North Carolina but has also lived in New Jersey, New 
York and now Virginia. 


Mary Lynn began serving on the Affirmation Council this spring. She joined us at our March 
meeting and was part of our presence at the Ogletree Trial Press Conference. 
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